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SEVERE LOCAL STORMS FOR DECEMBER 1948 
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[The  table hereunder contains snch data a8 have heen received coneerning severe local storms that occurred durlng the month. A revised list wiU appear in the United 8tatea 
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Colorado, entire State. - - ._. 

Miniiesota, extreme south- 
west. 

Easter!i and southern Wis- 
COUSIIl. 

Missouri, entire State. - - _ _ _  

Iowa. western and northern 
portions. 

Bouthern Wisconsin ._______. 

Allegmy and Garrett Coun- 
ties, Md. 

Pennsylvania .____ - - - - - - - - - -. 

Ohio, central and southern 

Michigan ._..__.____________. 
counties. 

Ocean and Monmouth 
Counties, New Jersey. 

Weat Virginia, mountain 
and northeastern sections. 

Barnstable County and 
Martha’s Vineyard, Maw. 

Albion, Mont ______________. 
Cut Bank, Mont _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
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Time 

Alternoon. - -. 

Afternoon and 
erening. 

hfternoon 01 
14th toearly 
morning of 
15th. 
__._....__._. 

I1 p. m.4 a. m. 

- - 
Widtt 
3f path 
yards 

$25,001 

Character of storm 

Blowing snow auc 
dust. 

Ice, sleet, snow, and 
wind. 

Wind. -. ..... _._._. 

-.-.do.. . -. -. . . . . . . 

-...do ._.___._______ 

Snow ai;d ice....... 

Gleet and freezing 
ran. 

.---do ..____ - _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

Rains. _ _ _  _ _  _ _  _ _  _ _  
Winds _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

Snow. ice, and 
winds. 

Bnow- - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
Bnow and gal e%-... 

Wind- _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
__-.do. _ _ _ _  - - - _ _  _ _  _ _  

Remarb 

Winds, reaching “gale” intensity in north-central portion resulted in 
heavy soil movement in drier areas and drifting of snow!. Damages 
comparatively light, considering intensity and scope of storm, and 
limited to grsin flelds and buildings. At Fort Collins, roofs of 3 
buildings damaged to extent of $2,000, and about $500 damage to roofs 
aud windows. Sir baggage cars of Colorado and Southern passeuger 
train blown off track 28 miles north of Fort Collins. 

Many poles and wires down; conunuuicatiou and electric services dis- 
rupted from $4 to 48 hours. Traffic seriously.delayed. Ice bqgau 
to form about 1 a. m. of 5th Md remained on wires in some localities 
until 8th. Thickness of ice on wires varied from Hs to 1 inch in 
diameter. Heaviest ice formation was in Lyou County. Two per- 
SOUS killed aud 2 others seriously injured when tree was blown ou 
automobile. Unusual weight of ice and high winds resulted in con- 
siderable damage to overhead wire-systems amokting to about 
$25.000 loss. bb0Ilt 254 poles down and mire than 338 telephone 
circuits out of service. 

Many trees blown down, utility services interrupted, and windows 
broken; airplaue damaged in Waukegan: 1 industrial chimney blown 
dowii in Rock Islnnd-Moline area. Other areas affected were Free- 
port, Lincoln, and Springfield. 

5 persons injurd iu the Milwaukee area. Many plate glass wiudows 
broken; several electric si os and billboards pxtia11y destroyed; 
rit.ility poles and trees toppfed. 3 concrete walls under construrtlon 
fell; a partislly built dwelling collapsed; a barn blowu down. There 
were numerous power failures due to fallen lines, disrupting radio 
broadcast stations in the Madison area; long distance telephone cir- 
cuits were disrupted; 500 telephones put out of service in the central 
nnd southern portions of the State. In Racine, a smdl  bani was 
damaged; a small boat on pier blowm into the Lake; several p!ate 
glass windows broken. At Werely Airport, uear Burlington, a trainer 
aimlane was badlv damaged. 

Uuuiually stroug ahrd 6om southwest resultiie in widespread but 
mostly minor damage. In dt. Loud and vicmity trees and biles 
I,inu-n down or broken, plutc glus  windows illid street lights broken 
and cornices and roofs of sonir lulldine5 darntiacd: damare salepsi 
thousand dollars. At Fuiton and iu Callnway Cbunty rooG and cor- 
nices damaged windows broken barn blown down a church moved 
15 feet off its )teniDorarv IoundLtion. wires and t&e hmhs hrnkan 
and haystacks b l o b  dbnu; damage over $5.000. --At mi&g>-iK’ 
port, Jefferson City, new hangar suffered f1.n 
nomn wires and twns dnmnwd. A 

.._ r__ --,-6O to $1,500 damagee. 
~... _ _  _.._. o _ _  ..t Martinsburg roofs and tree; 

adsmageed and haystacks blown down: store roof partly tom off. At 
Colombia arid in Boone Couuty trees, mires. -and window elass 
broken and Christmas street decorations blown down. Barn ‘near 
:%urgeon demolished, killing 9 cakes and several pigs. Boundary 
lights and storm wiudows nt municipal airport damamd. At Shelbina 
a,id ox er greater part of Shelby County about 30 roofs, windows, and 
ihirches damaged; a few outbuildings aud a wmdmill blown down. 
also 3 few telephone and electric poles. In Camdenton and Lake d 
Ozarks area shingles blown from roofs nnd numt.rous trees blown 
down. At Lakeside some damage to trees, roofs, power h e s ,  etc.; 
loss within 8-mile radius, $3,000. At Joplin numerous trees damaged 
aud a barn blown down. 

h o w  ice. and biting winds slowed traJ3c driving hazardous In north- 
ern’half. Heaviest snow in Test, with ’over 3 inches at Sioux City. 
2 persons killed in automobile accidents caused by slippery pave- 
ments. Lowest barometer readmgs of record for any December 
recorded at Des Moines and Charles City, with readings of 28.97 and 
26.85 incbes respectively. 

1 person killed in Milwaukee County, 2 in Hancock, and 1 chlld badly 
injured In traffic accidents. 

Zontiiuous rain froze on wires and trees, creating havoc in mountainous 
sections. Travel and walking extremely dangerous and communica- 
tions out entirely in several areas. Telephone and power lhes broken 
by ice. 

3laze broke and disrupted utility k e 3  particularly at Johnston 
Somerset, SprinRs, Harrisburg, and Whlsville. Many tree limhi 
broken. At Johnston, heavy ice broke trees up to 16 inches thick. 
also, tower toppled killing 2 repairmen. Property damage in tho;. 
sands of dolhrs. 

Lowlands tlooded. also bnsements in some residences. Some low places 
on roads ravered with water. Damage apparently minor. 

?onsiderable damage in many communities. Communications and 
power services interrupted. Trees blown down, obstructing r o d s  
Great Lakes steamers took shelter behind brenkwnters to escape 
winds. Ferry traffic across Strnlts and Lake Michiean unable to 
maintain schedule. An unusual seiche in Great Lakes, with low 
mater a t  Bay City laying bare city’s water intakes that extend into 
Saginaw Bay. 

h o w  froze on communication lines and trees causing them to break 
with only moderate mind. especinlly in Lakewood vicinity. Damage 
from this source estimated at $50 OOO. Dnniage to roofs etc. from 
moderately strong winds on se;eml days probably cdnsid&abie. 
Icy roads on several days also caused numerous accidents, resulting 
in damages. 

4lmost all traffic stalled on U. 8. Routes 11,50, and 340. 

Eeavy wet snow and rain froze on telegra h, telephone, and power lines 
and on highway surfaces. In Cape Bod a m  between ,Cape Cod 
Canal and Provincetown, 1.500 telephones out of commission, and 
electric power disrupted for 12 to 18 hours in numerous towns on Cape 
Cod and Martha’s Vineyard. Power, light, and telephone poles 
and wires colla~sed. 

Dnmage to bulldings and haystacks. 
Winds of 70 m. p. h. with gusts of 100 m. p. h. dtsrupted telophone com- 

municvtlons for nbout 2 hours. 
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Tornado ............ 

- - 
Date 

Struck small community of Yocona. Several residences barns and 
other outbuildings damaged; 1 barn set aEre by lightdug. S'tored 
corn damaged by rain. No serious injuries to persons or livestock. 

- - 
Width 
if path, 
PUdr 

Colorado, extreme eastern 
portion. 

Noocncbn 
17-21 

Value of 
property 

dmtroyed 
P h  Character of storm Remarb 

Nebraska, western th  ird.... 20 

24-25 

25 -a6 

23 

28 

28 

28 

28 -29 

28 -29 

28-29 

29 

29-31 

30 

31 

31 

31 

- 

.......... Dust and wind Winds reached gale force, damaging wheat fields in some localities. 
Dust so thick that travel halted in vicinity of Oshkosh, Qarden 
County. 

Sleet, freezing rain, and snow. Some damage to trees and telephone 
lines. 

Storm moved northwestward; path approximately 60 miles long. 
Damage to cotton and vegetables appmximately $l,MM,ooO. M o s t  
damage east of Highway 99 between QremEeld and Qrapevme. 
Duststorm one of worst in history of E m  County very few recorded 
in December. Qreatest potential damage will'result from ma= 
movement of topsoil and loss of topsoil. 

Strong winds drifted snow and eroded soil, damaging grain flelds and 
slowing transportation. 

Man killed by passing train during sleet storm. 

Red Boiling Springs, Tenn. 

San Jmquh Valley floor. 
from Bakersfield south t c  
Orapevine. Calif. 

I a. m., 24th- 
7 a. m.. 25t.h. 

Ice ................ 
Wind and dust ..... 1,010, ooo 9 a. m. 26th to 

630 p. rn. 
26th. 

Colorado, eastern plains and 

Oconomowoc, Wis ___. _. -. . 
extreme southwest. 

Blowing snow anc 

Snow and sleet. 

Blizzard ............ 

dust. 
12:45 p. m., 

All day ....... 
C. 6 .  T. 

........... Kansas, 
tion. 

northwestern por. High wind3 and hlowing wow, that totalled 2 to 4 inches blocked high 
ways from western border a t w a r d  for about 150 miles. At Oood. 
land, wind velocity reached 67 m. P. b. with gusts of 74 rn. D. h. and 
zero visibility. 79 long-distance telephone circuits out, =-result of 
an inch or more of ice on wires between Colby and Salina. No serious 
damage to livestock. 

Considerable glaze in central and northeast. Snow drifts blocked roads, 
interrupting travel. Some places without electricity for 2 days. 
Considernble damage to telephone and ower wires. 

Eighways along Lake Michigan from Idilwaukee northward to She- 
boygan and westward to central Wisconsin Icy and slippery. Nu- 
merous'power-line breaks along the Lake shore between hlilwaukee 
and Sheboygan. 

Some damage to overhead wire system. 

Nebraska, from southwest 

Eastern and central Wiscon- 

to northeast. 

SUI. 

Ice, snow and driv. 

Sloet, glaze, and 

ing snow. 

snow. 

............... 

Afternoon of 
2 S t h  t o  
morning of 
29th. 

P.m.8nda.m. 

............... 
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Minnesota, extreme south. 

Iowa, northern half ......... 
west. 

Ice, sleet, snow, and 

Snow and ice ....... 
wind. 

Rain and drizzle freezing 83 it fell' highways hazardous. Precipitation 
turned to snow' and m o m p a n i d  by driving winds gave severe storm 
conditions esperially in northern 3 tlers of counties when up to 8 
inches of i ew  snow fell. Highways temporarily blocked in O'Brian 
aud Sioux Counties and other roads snow packed or ice covered. 

3 windows were blown in; 8 people injured duo to slippery roads. 1 
Plper Cub plane damaged by  wind. 

Eteavy,+n of record proportions, fallmg on frozen ground, caused flood 
conrfitions over an area approximately 4,500 square miles: counties 
of Bennington and Windham, Vt.; Berkshire and western portions 
of Hampshire and Ham en Counties Mass ' Litchfleld, Fairfleld 
and western Hartford gun t i e s  C O G  Fldbd damage especialli 
severe in North Adams, Mass., &ere 2heaths from drowning, and 
400 families evacuated. All major highways west of Sprlngfleld 
Mass., cut off at some point by high water. Railroad traffic west 
of Greemleld, Mass., on the Boston & Maine suspended, as was 
service on New York Central Lines between Boston, Mas. ,  aud 
Albany, N. Y. 

Squall of local natum with winds estlmatcd as high as 60 m. p h. 
occurred in comectlton with cold front; caused high seas. 3 smsll 
bosta sunk near Venico. Freighter went aground. Sailing vessel 
rammed by steamer in Tamps Bsy. 

Heavy rain which froze as it fcll covered power and communiation 
lines with'a heavy deposit of ice: Accumulations on telephone wires 
ranged up to 2 inches in diameter. Both wires and poles brokeu 
leaving 33 OOO homes without electricity and service of 23 500 tele: 
phones derrupted. Damage will run d t o  millions of doll&. 

Easterly win& of gale force, accompanied by unusually high tides 
caused widespread damage along New England coast from Point 
Judith, R. I., .to Oape AM, Mws. 6 Navy boats sunk or damaged 
at Quonset Pomt. R. I. 

Smoke stack blown down a t  power substation, breaking high tension 
feeders. 

hlllwaukee, Wis.. ______.__ 

Southwestern Vermont 
western Massachusetts: 
and western Connecticut. 

Afternoon.---. 23, 

11, wo. wo 
Wind, rain and sleel 

Rain ______________. 7:45 a. m. 28th- 
31st. 

Venice-Samota area, Fin.-. Afternoon ..... 

All day _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

Wind-. _ _ _ _ _  - 

Rain and ice Lower Mohawk and middle 
Hudson River Valleys, 
N. Y. 

Coastal sections, Mawchu- 
setts and Rhode Island. 

Qales and high tides 

Wind 

............... 

Jefferson County, Ohio ..... 

1 Miles instead of yards. 

LATE STORM REPORTS FOR MARCH AND NOVEMBER 1948 
[The table hereunder contains such data as were received concerning severe local Stonns that occurred during these months. A revised list will appear in the United States Meteorolog- 

ical Yearbook] 

Phm I Data 
Value of 
property 
destroyed 

Character of storm Remark# Tlme 

March 
Oxford (near), Lafayette 

County, Miss. 
11 p. m _ _ _ _ _ _  10,00? 

250, ooo 3:30 p. m. on 
17th-3 p. m. 

on 21st. 

Temperature near 0' F., wtndR reached 70 m.p.h. Snow ranged from 
light to 8 inches; drifted to depths of 15 feet resulting in hslting of 
transportation for 24 to 72 hours. Some a d d  damage to buildines. 

I equipment an? winter grains, but hesviest losses to fivrstock kilkd 
and heavy shrinkage. Onedeath by freezing at Springfield. Sedgwick 
Logfin, Phillips, Yuma, Qt Carson. Elbert, Liucoln, Chcyenne: 
Prowers, Baca, and Los Animas Oounties aflected. I 


